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The Court Street Fire Station,
home of the Cincinnati Fire Museum,
has been listed with the National
Registry of Historic Places since 1974.
On August 24, 2017, board members
were joined by Cincinnati Fire Chief
Roy Winston, and other members of
the fire department administration,
for the unveiling of a new sign
commemorating the building’s existing
status as a notable historic structure.
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The Court Street Fire Station was
home to Engine Company 45 and a
number of other specialized fire
companies. The structure was
designed by architect Harry Hake in a
Renaissance Revival Style. The
interior featured a pressed tin ceiling,
an ornate spiral iron staircase, horse
stalls, and living quarters for
firefighters. At the time of it’s
completion in 1906, the fire station
represented the ultimate in design for
horse-drawn steam engine houses.
Architect Harry Hake was well
known in his day. In addition to the

Court Street Fire Station, his notable
works included the grandstand of the
Cincinnati Reds’ Crosley Field, the Taft
Theater, County Courthouse, and the
Queen City Club. Hake was highly
regarded by the Republican
organization that controlled Cincinnati
at the time. This helped him land these
and other contracts. All said, Hake and
his firm designed or remodeled over 30
fire stations, 15 police stations, and a
number of county buildings.
In 1962, after the elimination of
large sections of residential housing in
the West End, Engine 45 was moved
from the Court Street Fire Station.
Finally, in 1975, this company, once the
busiest in the city, was disbanded.
After the fire company was moved
from the building, the city used the
structure for storage.
In 1977, the Cincinnati Fire Museum
Association was formed. The group
was searching for a permanent home
for the historic collection then
displayed in the basement of the fire

station at 9th & Broadway. It was
clear to many in this group that the
Court Street Fire Station would be
the ideal home for the new Cincinnati
Fire Museum. The building was
acquired with the help of city leaders,
and renovations were completed. On
December 20, 1980, the Cincinnati
Fire Museum opened to the public.
Since that time, thousands of children
and families have visited the museum
learning about our city, the fire
service, and life-saving fire prevention
lessons.
The National Registry of Historic
Places plaque can be found on the
front corner of our building. Check it
out next time you stop down for a
visit!
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Flashback to 1906

A dedication ceremony and dinner was held to celebrate the move of Engine Company 45 into
its new quarters at 315 Court Street on August 9, 1906.

A Tribute to our Fallen Firefighters
Learn More about
Regional Fallen
Firefighters on our
Facebook Page

Have you seen our tribute
images? We started releasing images
for fallen firefighters from our region
on March 21st. The goal is to
remember and draw attention to all
our fallen firefighters. This social
media effort will continue for one full
year. Check out these tributes and
learn the stories behind them on our
Facebook page. Please share these
images and bring more attention to
these important stories!
Right: Tribute to fallen Harrison Firefighter
William Wolf
Background image courtesy Glenn Hartong
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For The Archive...
07/03 - M46 involved in entrapment accident at King & Harvey 1 person extricated from civilian vehicle - No firefighter injuries

08/24 - Fire Museum unveils its new National Registry of History
Places plaque marking its status as a listed building since 1974.

07/03 - 2 Alarm Fire 7220 Walnut Creek Drive (West Chester)
07/08 - 2 Alarm Fire 1353 Chesterdale Drive (Springdale)

08/25 - Hurricane Harvey makes landfall - Ohio Task Force 1 is
activated and sent to Texas to assist in hurricane relief efforts

07/08 - Mass Casualty Shooting - Capstan (Colerain Township)

08/28 - 2 Alarm Fire 716 Sycamore

9 people shot - 1 killed

08/28 - 2 Alarm Fire 1719 Sycamore - 8 unit apartment building with
5 injuries

07/18 - Hamilton County Prosecutor Joe Deter announces he will
not pursue a 3rd trial in the case of UC Officer Ray Tensing
07/24 - Chiefs Steve Breitfelder & Sherman Smith are selected by
Chief Winston for promotion to Assistant Chief

09/25 - CFD begins Fire Apparatus Operator Training for all drivers
in the department consistent with Gordon Report recommendations

08/14 - CFD begins Fire Officer 1 training for all officers consistent
with Oscar Armstrong & Daryl Gordon investigation
recommendations

Top Shot

Photographer Katie Woodring snapped this electric shot of a residential structure fire in Covington, Kentucky on July 12th
at 309 West 34th Street. Katie regularly captures Northern Kentucky departments in action while also operating a
professional photography business and studio in Covington.
More of her work can be found at katiewoodring.com
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Congratulations to Fire & Iron Station 56
for hosting another successful 9/11 Ride to
Remember and thank you for your
continued support of the Cincinnati Fire
Museum!

The Cincinnati Fire Museum was
again honored to participate in the
2017 Greater Cincinnati Firefighters
Memorial on October 12th.
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Thomas Kiger Volunteer of the Year Awards!
On August 24th the Board of Trustees of the Cincinnati
Fire Museum presented the Thomas Kiger Volunteer of the
Year Award to three deserving and dedicated volunteers. The
award had not been issued for several years and as a result,
recognition was given for the 2014, 2015, and 2016 years.
This award was established by the family of Thomas W. Kiger
upon his death in 2011. Mr. Kiger gave generously of his time
as a volunteer at the Cincinnati Fire Museum, serving from
1981 to 2009. The award was first presented in 2012 .

2014 Volunteer of the Year
Lainee Wallen
Lainee was a regular volunteer around the museum starting in the summer of 2011. Her
service continued for four years, until she moved out of the Cincinnati area. We thank Lainee
for her support of the fire museum and we are happy she was able to join us for the
presentation of her award.

2015 Volunteer of the Year
Bill DeRemer
Bill has been working at the museum with the Monday Crew since 1983. Prior to his work at
the museum, Bill served with the Cincinnati Fire Department from 1968 to 1996. Through most
of this time he was a roughneck at Engine 34 in Clifton.

2016 Volunteer of the Year
Brian Doering
Active Cincinnati Firefighter Brian Doering stepped up to fill a big need as a
tour guide for groups of kids and adults visiting our museum. Brian currently
serves as a regular Paramedic on Medic 46 in Hyde Park.
Left: Brian Doering is presented the 2016 Volunteer of
the Year Award by CFM Curator Justin Peter
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Fall Service
Have you seen your local fire company checking the hydrants
in your area? In the City of Cincinnati, firefighters service all
hydrants in the spring and fall. Hydrants are the key to a
firefighter’s water supply. With cold weather approaching, any
water left in a hydrant could freeze. Frozen hydrants take a while
to thaw and cannot be used quickly in the event of a fire. Fall
service is essentially a check to ensure the hydrants are properly
shut off and dry. If water is found, it is pumped out and
firefighters note the hydrant was “wet.” The hydrants will be
checked several more times. Any hydrant found to be “wet”
multiple times is likely to be listed as a leaker. Repair orders are
placed to fix leakers as they are found.
Interesting fact: On May 01, 1934 Chief Barney Houston issued
General Order #333 prohibiting the flowing of hydrants on
Mondays for regular hydrant checks. Monday was commonly the
day laundry was done and checking the hydrants would stir up dirt
in the line causing wash water to turn brown and ruining clothing.
Why do firefighters flow a hydrant during fall service?
When a hydrant is found to be full of water and not properly shut off, firefighters will
often turn the hydrant on before shutting it off. This helps to clear the valve of any debris
that might cause a leak or poor seal.

Our 1948 Mack Fire Engine
Our 1948 Mack Fire Engine has made
countless appearances representing the
Cincinnati Fire Museum. The pumper
was placed in service by the Village of
Woodlawn on November 12, 1948. This
was the first brand new fire engine ever
purchased by Woodlawn. The Mack saw
front line service from 1948 to the late
1970’s. In 1986 the Mack was finally
retired from service as a firefighting
vehicle.

The Mack started its new life as a
parade piece when the Woodlawn
Firefighters Association purchased the
pumper from the Village of Woodlawn
in 1988. After restoration was
completed, the apparatus began to make
appearances at parades and special
events. In October 1998, the members
of the Woodlawn Fire & EMS
Association generously voted to donate
the pumper to the Cincinnati Fire
Museum.
We proudly continue to show this
beautiful old piece of equipment off at
parades and other special events. Next
time you see our shiny red 1948 Mack,
think of the decades of service it
provided in the Village of Woodlawn!
Above: 1948 Mack ready for the 2014 Opening
Day Parade - Photo: Jenny DeRemer
Left: Our 1948 Mack Pumper rolls along during
the 2014 Findlay Market Opening Day Parade
Photo Courtesy - David Jones, Box 13

Thank You !!!
The Cincinnati Fire Museum thanks the following New Members (June 28, 2017-September 30, 2017)
Your support will help to ensure the museum can continue its mission of preservation and education.
Thank you for supporting YOUR Cincinnati Fire Museum!

Chief Engineer

5 Alarm Members

Wayne Tate (F)
Rick Tonnis (F)

Foreman

4 Alarm Members

Watchman

Engineer
Daniel Meyer (F)

Pipeman

Stoker

Jason Plogmann (F)

3 Alarm Members
Mary Teresa Javorsky

2 Alarm Members
Ashley Ward
William Boldman
Gino Napuri
Leslie Williams
Bill & Viv Schulter
Peggy Cook
Amy Ammon
James Knapp
Carolyn Hulla-Meyer

Kim Foulk
David Crisler Jr.
Matt Hendrigsman
Dulce Orhz-Perez
Trisha Wagner
Rick Herzog
Erick Cusick
Patricia Cornwell
Kayla Lalor
Kim Curran
Kathy Buck
Christina Murnen
Steve Love
Wayne Cole
Sophia Fouissi
Dustin & Victoria Mooney
Leo Zhany
David & Candance Gillespie
Thane Hounchell

Bradley Powers
Amanda Cochran
Laura Smart
Christina Green
Jared McKinney
Tim Owen
Adrienne Littles
Bridgett Dapper
Charles Lane
David Dye
Amanda Penick
Nick Zieleniewski
Lauren Grip
Marie Lynch

Individual Members
Dominick Kolz (F)

The Cincinnati Fire Museum is a non-profit - Your contributions may be tax deductible

Please consider an end of the year contribution and
support our mission of preservation and education!
We want to recognize all our supporters...if we missed your name or you recognize an error please contact the museum and we will correct it !!
(F) = Active Firefighter
(R) = Fire Retiree (B) = Board Member (B13) = Box 13
Acknowledgement Period 1/1/2017 to 6/27/2017

CFD Payroll Deduction Participants
Incentives for payroll deduction participants (CFD) can now be picked up in the museum gift shop
during regular museum hours.

What Is That?
Can you identify this piece of fire department
equipment?
Here you have the opportunity to test your
knowledge of the past.
Bonus...where is it located?
Find the answer on the last page of the newsletter!

Get Involved!

The Cincinnati Fire Museum
Ali D’Arrigo, Executive Director

Contact the fire museum historian to learn
more about volunteer opportunities!

Board of Directors
Historian/Archivist:
Historian@cincyfiremuseum.com

Mark Holland

Jennifer Greis

Steve Siereveld

Kevin Harbin

Tom Hardy

Ruby Miller

Gary Miller

Ron Mitchell

Justin Peter

Gwen Mooney

Bill Brown

Louis Rauh

Alvin Roehr

Jason Stelter

Matt Alter

Paul Weber

Christopher Dalambakis

Chief Roy Winston

Vickie Goodson

Hans Zimmer

New Gift Shop Item!

The Cincinnati Fire Museum opened to the
public in 1961 as a collection of firefighting
artifacts on display in the basement of Engine
Company 3’s quarters. In 1980, the museum
was moved to its current location, the former
quarters of Engine Company 45. Since that
time, the museum has worked to achieve it’s
dual mission of presenting the history of the
fire service in our area and providing life-saving
fire safety lessons and education.
The Cincinnati Fire Museum remains “the only
local museum that saves lives!”

315 West Court Street
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202

513-621-5553

CincyFireMuseum.com

The Relic Room is the Quarterly E-Newsletter
of the Fire Museum
Justin Peter, Editor

What is it? (see pg.7)
It is a bracket in the hose tower designed to hold the
coupling of a hose when hanging it to dry.
Where is it? Fire Station 29 (Liberty & Linn)

